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Local Update By Sue Hill

Trustee Area Redistricting Update:  At the November 14th school board meeting the board of trustees adopted a resolution setting forth criteria for the demographer, National Demographic Corporation, to use in creating new trustee area districts. There is a public hearing scheduled for the December 12 school board meeting to discuss the first draft of proposed new trustee area plans and give direction to the demographer on potential revisions. In addition, the current district’s redistricting schedule provides for final adoptions or revisions at the January 9 and January 25 school board meetings, if needed, with final adoption scheduled at the February 13th meeting. The final approved trustee area maps are due prior to March 1, 2012.

For more detailed information go to the November 12 regular school board meeting agenda: http://capousd.ca.schoolloop.com/cms/page_view?d=x&piid=&vpid=1293638734307

County Plans to Redirect Property Taxes from Schools:  The state budget passed in June 2011 included provisions to redirect $49.5 million dollars in vehicle license fees from the county of Orange to the state.  In order to avoid making more cuts to programs in Orange County, the county intends to withhold $73.5M collected from property taxes in the intended for OC schools. The county feels that mandates will require the state to backfill these funds to K-12 schools; however, questions remain about the states ability to provide these funds in a timely manner and also, there is no mandate for the state to backfill the community college districts. Consequently, K-12 school districts may be forced to borrow money in the interim to provide needed cash flow.  In addition, the State Department of Finance has stated that they feel the redirection of taxes by the county may not be legal and the state is considering pursuing a legal challenge.  In the meantime, local education officials are currently working toward a diplomatic solution with the county.  For More: http://articles.latimes.com/2011/nov/29/local/la-me-oc-tax-grab-20111130
Ongoing budget challenges:  Capistrano Unified is facing potential mid year cuts due to state tax revenues falling short of projections.  The Legislative Analyst Office (LAO) has projected the shortfall in state revenues for the current fiscal year at $3.7M and larger shortfalls for the 2012/2013 fiscal year.  The current year projections by the LAO suggest that all of tier one cut and approximately 75% of tier 2 would be triggered.  The State Department of Finance is expected to release their financial report on or before 12/15/11.  This report will be the basis to determine which level of cuts will be triggered.  In preparation for potential mid-year cuts estimated to be $12.7 M, Capistrano Unified has pre-arranged a fast track negotiation process with all CUSD employees.  For more see the state report section titled STATE REVENUES AND TRIGGER CUTS.

Statewide Physical Fitness Testing Results Released:  California schools test students in grades 5, 7 and 9 to rate their level of fitness in six areas.  California State Superintendent, Tom Torlackson reported that, as a whole, California did not meet its fitness goals for students with only 31% of students statewide testing in the “healthy range” in all 6 fitness benchmarks.   In addition, far too many California students tested in the  “needs improvement high risk” range.  However, students in CUSD performed far better than the state averages.  To check out how the district or your school fared please follow this link: http://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/PhysFitness/PFTDN/Summary2011.aspx?r=0&t=2&y=2010-11&c=30664640000000&n=0000  

For Torlackson’s press release go to: http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr11/yr11rel95.asp
Accountability Progress Report: At the November 14 Capistrano Unified school board meeting the district discussed its 2011 Accountability Progress Report along with additional standardized assessment results from the 2010-2011 academic year. Highlights include: CUSD API grew 15 points this year. Countywide, CUSD has 5th highest API scores (behind Irvine Unified, Los Alamitos Unified, Laguna Beach Unified and Brea-Olinda Unified). CUSD is ranked #1 for highest API scores in largest school districts in the state.   Excerpted from the Board Report by Julie Colombero.  For more on this go to the board agenda for November 14 at: http://capousd.ca.schoolloop.com/cms/page_view?d=x&piid=&vpid=1293638734307  

Or audio of the meeting is available at: http://cusd.capousd.org/cusdweb/bmaudio.htm

STATE UPDATE by Leslie Parker
CAPTA SUPPORTED TAX INITIATIVE:  The California State PTA has taken a position in support of a proposed initiative for the November, 2012 ballot – The Our Children, Our Future: Local Schools and Early Education Investment Act.  The measure was put forward by the Advancement Project, a Los Angeles based nonprofit organization.  This measure is expected to pour as much as $10 billion into public school classrooms and preschool programs by generating approximately $1,300 per pupil in new funding per year through an increase in income taxes imposed among 11 different tax brackets.  

While there are several different tax initiatives being proposed, including one Governor Brown is expected to unveil soon, the CAPTA feels this is the one that best meets California’s need for substantial new revenues to begin restoring education programs.  

This initiative is totally separate from Prop 98 funding but it no way means that we will sit by silently any time that Prop 98 is threatened.   

Any questions can be directed to Carol Kocivar through the CAPTA.org site or Patty Scripter at pscripter@capta.org  
LAWSUIT FILED AGAINST STATE BUDGET AGREEMENT:  No update

REDISTRICTING UPDATES:

Referendum:  The Fairness and Accountability in Redistricting (FAIR) group has turned in 710,924 signatures in support of a referendum in an effort to overturn new California State Senate maps.  On November 23, 2011, the Secretary of State of California deemed that there were enough signatures turned in; the process will advance to the next stage – signature verification.  The verification process could take until mid-March to complete, which may be too late to put the referendum on the November 2012 ballot.  In that case, the maps that are being challenged would control.

HOWEVER..….FAIR is now also asking the California Supreme Court to prepare for its referendum to qualify for the ballot.  The petition by FAIR, comes about two weeks after the group submitted referendum signatures.  

Specifically, FAIR is asking the high court to shelve the newly drawn state Senate districts once its referendum qualifies for the ballot.  The group contends that to use the contested districts, pending a statewide vote, would gut the purpose of its signature-gathering campaign,  Instead, FAIR suggests that the court use the state Senate districts in effect for elections between 2002 and 2010 or, as an alternative, to combine two newly drawn Assembly districts per Senate district for use in 2012.

FAIR's petition also asks the state Supreme Court to appoint a special master to advise it on redistricting, and to suspend the Dec. 30 starting date of a program allowing candidates to gather voter signatures in lieu of paying a filing fee.

A spokesman for the California Citizens Redistricting Commission, a 14-member panel that drew the state's new legislative and congressional maps, said he considers FAIR's petition a "disservice to the public and a significant waste of taxpayer money" to fight.  He noted that the high court previously rejected FAIR's lawsuit challenging the new Senate districts as unconstitutional noting that the court had already ruled that the maps are in compliance with state law.  He also questioned whether FAIR's petition drive collected enough valid voter signatures to reach the ballot.  Typically, about 30 percent of a referendum drive's signatures are disqualified for one reason or another, which would leave FAIR a little short of the required 504,760.

Federal Lawsuit:  The same parties who filed the previous lawsuit that was dismissed by the California Supreme Court in November filed suit last week in federal court to overturn the state's newly drawn congressional maps. The suit contends that the panel violated federal voting-rights law and the U.S. Constitution by seeking to protect three African American incumbents in the drawing of three Los Angeles congressional districts. Radanovich is seeking to have the commission's congressional maps killed and new ones drawn by court-appointed special masters, not the Citizens Commission.
Read more:  Sacramento Bee Capitol Alert; http://www.sacbee.com/capitolalert
New Top Two Primary Challenge:  On November 20, 2011 another legal challenge to California’s new top two primary system (Prop 14) was filed stating that it was unconstitutional.  Voters representing minority parties filed the lawsuit.  It asserts that this system is not fair to minority candidates and threatens their ability to remain recognized as official parties since formal recognition is based upon their candidates receiving at least 2% of the vote in each election for state governor.  Different groups opposing this law have filed several other lawsuits that have all been rejected.  For more: http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2011/11/california-lawsuit-proposition-prop-14-alameda-superior-court-green-libertarian-peace-and-freedom-party.html
STATE REVENUES AND TRIGGER CUTS: The non-partisan LAO (Legislative Analyst’s Office) has issued their November report, which projects California revenues falling $3.7M short of the amount needed to avoid trigger cuts included in the budget passed last summer.  We are now waiting the report/analysis from the state’s Director of Finance.  The amount of triggered cuts will ultimately be decided based upon the analysis/report of the Director of Finance, which is expected by December 15th.   The Director of Finance has indicated that some level of triggered cuts should be expected. Mid-year cuts are not implemented until February.  

Preliminary General Fund agency cash for October was $608 million below the 2011-12 Budget Act forecast of $5.774 billion. Year-to-date revenues are $1.28 billion below the expected $25.164 billion. If 2011-12 revenues are to reach the Budget Act level, it is currently anticipated that the bulk of these revenues would be reflected in higher PIT (personal income tax) and Corporation estimated tax payments and final return payments which will be made in the months of December 2011, through June 2012. In November and December, the Legislative Analyst’s Office and Finance will produce new forecasts of revenue for the 2011-12 fiscal year based on the economic and cash data available at those times. It is these forecasts that will determine whether the “trigger” budget reductions will be implemented.

Read more: California Department of Finance November Finance Bulletin: http://www.dof.ca.gov/finance_bulletins/2011/november/
RACE TO THE TOP:  California’s RTTT application is not being considered because the US Dept. of Education considered the application incomplete.  The application was denied because the state didn’t turn in the federally required cover sheet that pledges, among other things, to tie teacher evaluations to test scores and use statewide methods to turn around low-performing schools.  State officials said they couldn’t sign the cover sheet because teacher evaluations and school performance strategies are determined at the local level.  Instead of submitting the cover sheet, state leaders sent a two-page letter signed by Gov. Brown, assuring federal officials that the state would move toward some of the federal requirements, including adopting core standards in English and math and developing a statewide system to track student progress.   7 other states are still in the running for these funds.
Federal Updates By Sue Hill 

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) waiver update:  Eleven states have applied for early bird waivers to NCLB.  However at the Nov. 9 California state school board meeting, it was decided that California will not apply for a waiver at this point.  Time and cost involved in implementing “wholesale changes that would affect the operations of every school—with very little time and no new resources” were cited as reasons for the decision. Read California State Superintendent Torlackson’s entire statement here: http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr11/yr11rel86.asp  
Federal Finance:  The Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction, nicknamed the “Super Committee” failed to reach an agreement on a plan to reduce the country’s deficit by $1.2 trillion over 10 years by the November 23 deadline.  The “Super Committee “ refers to the bi-partisan committee of twelve legislators appointed as part of the Budget Control Act of 2011. This law was passed in August 2011 to increase the nation’s debt ceiling to avoid potential default on the nation’s debt.   The failure of this committee to agree on a plan to reduce the county’s debt triggered automatic across the board cuts to most federal spending programs, which are scheduled to take affect in January 2013.  This process is also referred to as sequestration within the budget control act.  Without legislative intervention, federal funding for key educational programs such as title one, IDEA (special education) and Head Start Programs will be reduced through the sequestration process, in January 2013. 

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2011/11/school_districts_fear_slashed.html
http://usgovinfo.about.com/od/federalbudgetprocess/a/What-Is-Super-Congress.htm

ESEA Reauthorization: A Senate hearing was held on November 8, in which a variety of education stakeholders discussed their views on the ESEA reauthorization bill that passed the senate HELP (Health, Education, Labor and Pensions) committee on October 20, 2011.  At this point, there has not been a date set to bring the bill to the senate floor for a vote.  Senator Harkin, the chair of the HELP committee has called this bill an ”important but imperfect compromise.” Some critics of this bill complain that the bill still provides too much federal involvement in education while others complain that the bill erodes accountability. To read more: http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2011/11/teacher_evaluation_and_the_bes.html  & http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2011/11/house_tri-caucus_criticizes_ha.html

